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JOHN MAYER CONTINUUM 


“With any trilogy,” says John Mayer, “the third 
= in the series blows it open.” 
On Continuum the singer/songwriter/ 
guitar slinger meets that challenge head- 
on. Mayer’s third studio album follows the 
multi-platinum Room for Squares (2001) 
and Heavier Things (2003) and marks his 
first turn as producer. It is his most soulful, 
cohesive collection yet and he says it’s no 
accident that this project is where all of his 
efforts, his potential, and his disparate influences 
fully come together. 
“The night | was recognized for 
‘Daughters’ at the Grammys was the 
night this record started,” he says. E 
knew | had bought the time to learn 
everything | needed before | started 
this one. Continuum is not a shot in 
the dark, it's not a guesstimation. This 
is the first endeavor in my entire life, 
music or otherwise, that | did not cop 
out on for a second." 
The last few years have seen Mayer 
maintaining a frantic pace. In addition 
to his own writing, recording, and touring, 
he has collaborated with icons and 
contemporaries alike—Eric Clapton, B.B. 
King, Buddy Guy, and Herbie Hancock, as well 
as Kanye West, the Dixie Chicks, and Alicia 
Keys. In doing so, Mayer says his own interests 
have grown and his perspectives have expanded. 
Mayer also credits his collaboration with 
Steve Jordan and Pino Palladino (collectively known 
as the John Mayer Trio) and the intimate-venue tour 
that produced the 2005 live album Try! with helping to 
recalibrate his musical priorities. “As a songwriter, the 
Trio helped me focus on being more raw," he says. "As 
a guitar player, it helped me get a lot out of my system. 
If it weren't for the Trio, Continuum would have been 
less accessible. It let me settle up with my needs as a 


musician, and get to a point somewhere between 
the Trio record and Room for Squares—and 
that's a really good place to be.” 

While the Trio tour showcased Mayer's blazing 
fretwork, he says he learned lessons from those 
Shows about restraint. “When | made my first 
record, there was no trust in space because it was 
all me; everything was just on those six strings,” he 
says. “With Steve and Pino it was all about space, 
using a whole different palette. When your tone is 
good on the guitar, you need, like, four notes. The 
more concise and right you have it, the less you 
need around it.” One listen to such spare, carefully 
crafted songs as “Slow Dancing in a Burning 
Room” or “| Don't Trust Myself (With Loving You)” 
instantly reveals this new approach. 

Mayer points to one song in particular as 
the turning point for Continuum. “| wrote ‘Gravity’ 
last summer, and it changed everything,” he 
says. “You talk less when you trust that people 
understand you. ‘Gravity’ had to be sparse. And 
when | listened to it for the first time, holding 
back, it was a whole new game. That might be 
the most important song | ever wrote.” 

Armed with this outlook, Mayer knew 
Continuum would tackle larger ideas than 
those that defined his previous albums. “A big 
challenge was writing about big themes,” he 
says. | ጠ not a better writer in terms of sitting 
down in front of a pad, but I'm better in terms 
of receiving inspiration and converting it into 
something ‘real’ quicker. I'm better equipped to 
deal with those moments.” 

The hard-hitting “Belief” tackles an 
infinitely complex subject. Over a slinky, 
hypnotic guitar groove, he sings, “We're never 
gonna win the world, we’re never gonna stop 
the war/We’re never gonna beat this if belief is 
what we’re fighting for,” questioning the power 
and the limitations of faith and convictions. 
"It's an intellectual landmine—how do you 
write a song about what people believe without 
impugning their beliefs?” he asks. “I wanted 


to get right next to people’s beliefs and look at 
them without threatening them. It’s tricky. You 
only get x number of syllables and you have to 
write something you can defend.” 

With “Waiting on the World to Change,” 
Mayer shot for something even more ambitious— 
something like an attempt to explain his 
generation’s attitudes about politics. "It's 
meant to shed a little light on inactivity and 
inaction,” he says, “because | don’t believe that 
inaction is a lack of interest. | think inaction is 
preservation—nobody wants to get involved in a 
debate in which the rules and facts will change 
so that they'll lose. So we end up with this other 
option, which is, | guess we'll just have to wait 
for things to get better. 

Continuum also includes the first cover 
Mayer has put on an album, his version of "Bold 
As Love" by the incomparable Jimi Hendrix. “To 
me, it's the quintessential Jimi Hendrix song," 
says Mayer. "The sensitivity, the imagery, the 
power. | also think the third record is the time 
when you challenge everybody. It's your throw- 
down. | like inviting the challenge of, Should 
this guy even touch Hendrix's music? To which | 
answer, Well, everybody should. Why not?" 

Ultimately, Continuum represents maturity, 
both musically and thematically, for John 
Mayer—a concept that he wasn't comfortable 
with until now. "A lot of these songs are about 
coming to terms with getting older," he says. 
"My generation was never told we were going to 
get older. We thought we were going to hear our 
names on Romper Room for the rest of our lives. 
For a long time, | was really upset about getting 
older, worried that things were just going to level 
out. But then | realized that everyone around me 
was getting older at the same time. We're all 
fighting it together, and we're always going to 
be those kids, the first really emotionally aware 
generation. When | realized that, | could relax 
about it a little bit. And | thought that maybe | 
can be the guy to sing about it." 
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Bold As Love 


Words and Music by 


Jimi Hendrix 
mia 
Fast 4, with a half-time feel (J = J Л) 
* Guitar —> А E F#m 
ቅ 
لل‎ BE i ] 
Piano — Ab Eb Fm : 
اجو جى‎ 
= 
ee ===> 
An - ger, — he smiles.  tow-"ring in shin-y me-tal - lic pur- ple 


11 nni 
ራሺ 

al 
ارہ‎ 

0 | 

(1887 
S 
|| 


: 4 2 
a T 
| i 3 
ወ =: : = T е ም” = = = ¬ 
Queen Јеа] - ous - y, en - vy غ‎ .  be-hind him... Her 


DE ሙታ 
E = ው ± —À 


F#m D A/C# D 
ӨН BH E E 
Fm Db ልዞ/ር Db 
Be] | == 5 
= 1 - 
fi - er - y green gown sneers at the grass- y ground. _ Blue are the life- 


Ф» = == В ° 
255 : 2 u 
— une down a = Ñ = + = 
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an 
غغ±±غ ±غ ق ىى‎ 


They quiet - ly un- der - stand. _ The 


“መመ 


they're bold as love. _ 


፣‏ پو 


جح وړم 


Yeah, they re all, — 


፡4 š Ж 
` كتا‎ 
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E i. : : 


| : ي — == 
"ˆ ¦ :=== 


፳፻ Ен 
Fm 
63, 2 
=== > S == 
con - fi - dent that he flash - es tro-phies of war and rib - bons _ of eu-pho-ri - a. 
EE I == | = =¬ 
d— ታ 2 = 3 = = 
E 
n 
کس‎ IET ”از ەت ہہس کی‎ == ЖЕ СЕ الله جد‎ 
كغك‎ p = ڪڪ ڪڪ سے‎ 
Or - апре 8 - а young, -- — of በ - ing, but = 
سے ے سے‎ ===== 
i و‎ 75 ጋ 2 j 
j 2 . 2 
2 
37 
Db NC 


>>: ፦ 
d 
[m ا‎ 
ረ ولو = سس سے سے سے‎ 
in this case is not 80 mel low In 


— ም =, 
3 5 | =< 
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E E ا‎ ru id 


== == = 


the tions of mine ل‎ keep hold - ing me Шот - 


E7 Dsus2 


Eb7 Dbsus2 


== ڪڪ 


Yeah, Pm bold, . Tm bold as love, 


X E7 

НЕ Eb7 
: 2 = ሜም ፦ مېٍ-‎ = 
Pm bold, . Im bold as love... 


` > = 
د‎ 3 M DIE 
E іші 


፳፻ de 
(AA ىى‎ RA 
` mE كك ىڭ اىك‎ 


፡ = 
e in 
rh; G#m7 
x ሂር ووو‎ ААА 


Im bold as love, x yeah 


` መፈ ከፍ ¡¦ _ 
m SSS 


= = ምርመ 


Pm bold, _ Um bold as 


سوس 


=== === 
¬ ˆ ш: 


3 © ፻፪ 


Gl? ላ 


X KN 


ك° غغغغ кк‏ سے ےے 


Oh, ba - by, talk- in” to you. 


Im bold, - 


ڪڪ جح ېې ججح + 
غغ° پر ھی 


ul 
4. 
“| 
% 
pr 
e 
pil 


0 ፳፻ ፲፪ 
>= [ae ىى‎ == = | = | 
111335 PPP د ڪڪ‎ 

f 
=] 


zc sm [——3——4 (N 


ei 


ىىى 


ك 
Us‏ رجه 


Dreaming with a Broken Heart 


Words and Music by 


John Mayer 
Moderately slow 
p " 
> 

ር 

2 E - J ወ | = i = > 

When you're dream - ing with ۔_‎ a bo - ken heart, 
> => => 
سر‎ E 

e 


Ne 
А 
ul 
| | 
a 
1 
LH 


the wak -ing up. — is the hard - est part. __ 


> => => 


"АШ: 
مىش‎ 
ا ا سى‎ 


== سيو غ > ے 


out of bed. . and down — your. knees, 


You roll 
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58 ES ፳፻ 
: SSS SS SS ШШЕ == 


and for a mo-ment, you 


can hard - ly breathe, — won - der - ing, 


here? |... Is she stand - ing 


Gadd2/B Cadd2 G/B Gm/Bb Am7 
TEE ME ME. 
— ڪڪ‎ > = EP 


No, she’s not, "cause she’s gone, gone, gone, gone, 


> 2 


ተ‏ م م 


о 


ቿቿ الج‎ ] 
= === == = 
— + ہجو‎ ወ Id = ә ወ h | اس‎ 1 


> > يا > 


| 
| 


0 ል7 C 


E Hi НЕЕ 


РЕ: == жы 
መ ۹ه‎ 
غ چچ‎ ፥5 >= F = w ። e 2 7 = | 
When you're dream - ing with_ a bro - ken heart 
سے تج‎ 
> . ፦ ው > 27 => е ወ > 
መ 5 = ; 
ወ 
ር 


& E Г 
=: »pg Zorn =| 


the giv -ing up 


is the hard - est part. — 


She takes you in. - with her  cry-ing eyes, 


n. 
r= لا ا مس‎ a O 
Efa 
SY A | LB] 
> 1 > ሠ 


>¬ I ም. 2 
፳ 8 ፳፲ 
= = ም ሚሽ م ¬ و‎ 


then all at once. you have to say good - bye. 


won - der - ing, 


And will you 


G No. C 
E HER RE 
à = 4 . = = 2 f z ЕЕЕ ፤ = A == | 


fal 8 - sleep. with ros - es in my hand? And do 1 have to 


re 

) 
: 
| 
IR 
S 
Nr 
A 
^N 
| 


| fall a - sleep with ros - es in my hand? Do I have to 


| 


fall a- sleep with ros - es in my, TOS - es in my hands? . And would you 
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Gadd2/B Cadd2 G/B  GmBb Ап? G 0ش"‎ 


won't "cause you're gone, gone, gone, gone, gone. 


with pedal 


G (85/6 C/G 


ЕЗ i ፳፻ 


` <" ` ` a دا‎ = 


When you're dream - ing with — a bo - ken heart, 
= = = 
te : Е т = z : : ሯ z 


ا 8 
.72 -~ > 


the wak - ing ሠ s the hard - est part. — 


=== um 
EN 


D 


== | 


TO د‎ 
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Words and Music by 
John Mayer and Charlie Hunter 


ታተ 
Moderately slow (5 = 73) 
А G D 


a и 


= ወ ЕЕЕ عى‎ 3 2 Е 


«| 
4l 
. | 
| 
| 
] 
| 


= Šš: ى‎ | = 
Too тап - y shad-ows مز‎ my room. 


Stood on the cor - ner for. a while 
And now Pm walk- ing in. . the park, 


هه 
حر ہہ 
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7 


to wait for 
and all of 


Too man - y 
the wind to blow down 
the birds, they dance be 


ከ0 - us 11. this 


Tooman-y  cor-ners in my... mind. 
hop-ing it takes with it. my 
May-be when things turn green а - gain, 


old ways 


ص ي 
So much to do to set my heart right.‏ 
and brings some brand - new luck up - on me.‏ 
ዚ 1 be good (0 зау you know me.‏ 
ړو ى و ىمىك 
T i = “== =‏ 
d = 2 >‏ : 


I'm Gonna Find Another You 


Words and Music by 
John Mayer 


nia 
Slow 4 (2 - J 2) 
Б. „A FËm E+ A 


~ £ ሙጋ Ë = ። 
š 


It’s real-ly o - ver. You made your 


Uc Iis >> 


i 
ته‎ 


AT D/FŠ 


EH 


=== === E == 


You got me cry - ing, 


] .= غ± ሦር‏ 5 := := -= كە 


— your plan. 


But when my lone - [ከ - ness is through, 


š 
SS SS ኬክ ሥታ T 
a غغغغ‎ s 5 : 
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one else _ would ао. _ If Fm forced to find. an-oth- er, 


ap o в 


=¬ = 


- tle 


lit 


make your 


3 


q 


will keep me 


pride ___ 


My 


F#7 


- na dress my-self for two. 


now — Fm gon 
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